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February 16, 2010 

Social Hour 6:30 P.M.     Dinner 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

Jay Banta 
Fish Springs National Wildlife Refuge 

 
Jay Banta is the Wildlife Refuge Manager for Fish Springs National Wildlife Refuge, an 
18,000- acre area (including a 10,000-marsh system) established by the federal 
government as a reserve in 1959. Located in Juab County, far out in Utah’s western 
desert, this oasis provides vital habitat for migrating wetland birds and other wildlife. The 
Fish Springs area, once covered by Lake Bonneville, has been the site of various 
settlements of early Native peoples and western explorers and pioneers, a Pony Express 
station, and now a wildlife refuge. After twenty years of service at Fish Springs, Jay 
Banta will share his views of the Refuge, what they do there, and the rich human history 
tied to it. Jay says, “I find that many Utah residents have never been here and I want to 
share the wonders that this jewel of the desert holds.” It promises to be an informative 
and entertaining evening. 
 

This dinner is free for members who paid dues on 
time and who make reservations!  

The February dinner will be free of charge to those members who paid their dues 
before February 1, and who make their reservations by the Sunday before the meeting. 
Cost of dinner for guests is $35.00 per person.  
 
NOTE THIS NEW POLICY!!!   YOU MUST MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR 
DINNER BY THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE MEETING.  
 



After that, Walter will not, cannot, and may not, under any circumstances, accept a 
reservation. No exceptions!!!  (Is that clear enough?) 
 
For reservations: contact Walter (801-363-1331; e-mail walter.jones@utah.edu). If 
you e-mail him, put “Westerners” in the subject line. Walter will confirm either 
by email or phone with everyone who makes a reservation. If you make a 
reservation and fail to cancel it by the day of the meeting, you will be charged for the cost 
of the meal. 
 
Did we mention that you MUST make reservations the Sunday before the 
meeting? 

Upcoming Programs 
Next month Westerner Steven K. Madsen will share his experiences researching 
and writing Exploring Desert Stone: John N. Macomb’s 1859 Expedition to the 
Canyonlands of the Colorado, the first comprehensive history of this forgotten 
exploration of the American Southwest.  In April Paul Hutton—professor at the 
University of New Mexico, prolific and award-winning author, and frequent 
expert commentator for documentaries on the West—will speak to us. 

Directory 
The directory has been printed and you can pick up your copy at the Westerners 
meeting in February. 
 
Thanks to Nelson Wadsworth for his excellent work in producing the directory, 
and to Judy Dykman for correcting addresses, email addresses, and phone 
numbers.  If your info still isn’t correct or if you need to change your contact info, 
please let Judy know! 
 

Field Trip to the Center of the Universe 
 

Join us for a journey to “The Center of the Hopi Mesa’s Universe” in Northern 
Arizona and enjoy the scenic drive and colorful history of Utah’s indigenous 
people and white settlers along Highway 89 -- June 3rd through the 6th. 
 
One of our founding members, Dr. Carl Woolsey, has for several years been 
promoting this fabulous trip into a land where time seems to have stood still. 
Our committee is delighted to make his suggestion a reality. Those who have 
also made the trip agree with Carl that this will be an unforgettable experience 
you will not want to miss. 
 
Cost will be $450. See a detailed description on the Utah Westerners blog at 
http://utahwesterners.wordpress.com. To reserve your spot contact Walter 
Jones at 801-363-1331 or walter.jones@utah.edu. To ask any questions, or 
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volunteer to help, talk to Oscar Olson (801-485-0862) or Steve Gallenson 
(galico@comcast.net or 801-244-8468). 

Vegetarian Meals 
The Alta Club will prepare specially ordered meals to accommodate your dietary 
preferences and medical needs. If you would like to request a vegetarian or 
special meal, make it known when you make your reservation. 

 
 
 

 

BENCH PRESS 
BOOKS OF WESTERN AND REGIONAL INTEREST 

By Curt Bench 
 

 FACES OF THE FRONTIER: PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAITS FROM 
THE AMERICAN WEST, 1845-1924 by Frank H. Goodyear III. Published by 
University of Oklahoma Press, 2009. 181 pp., illus., photos, maps, index. $45.00 
 Frank H. Goodyear III is Associate Curator of Photographs at the National 
Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, the purpose of which is to tell “the 
history of America through individuals who have shaped its culture.” He had 
thousands of photographic images to choose from in putting together the 
collection of the scores of photographs that make up this handsome volume. 
Whether one briefly browses or peruses this sumptuous book, it soon becomes 
clear that the author chose well. In these pages packed with photographs of all 
types used during the eighty years covered, the reader discovers images of the 
famous to the lesser-known but still significant figures who helped shape the 
creation (or often re-creation) of the American West. The author points out that, 
more than any other medium, “photography made visible much of the region’s 
great ecological and human diversity. . . . It revealed new lands and new peoples 
and encouraged the nation’s continued westward expansion.” 
 The book focuses on four general themes that Goodyear feels are the 
“most significant in understanding the West’s history during this period: land, 
exploration, discord, and possibilities.” In each of the book’s four sections, the 
photographs are accompanied by a concise, informative description of the subject 
pictured. In the first section, “Land,” we see portraits of such luminaries as Sam 
Houston, Abraham Lincoln, John Muir, Bret Harte, Samuel Clemens, and 
Frederick Jackson Turner, whose lives are well known. But we also get a glimpse 
at lesser-known figures such as Joseph Glidden, who patented and helped 
spread the use of barbed wire, which accelerated the establishment of ranches 
and farms throughout the West. We learn that Gifford Pinchot was the first chief 
of the U. S. Forest Service, who was instrumental in efficiently managing public 
lands and became one of the founders of the modern conservation movement.  
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 The “Exploration” section features some of the historical figures we’d 
expect, such as John C. Fremont, John Wesley Powell (who merits three 
photographs compared to the usual one), and William Henry Jackson. But we 
also learn that Matilda Coxe Stevenson became one of the few women to achieve 
prominence in the sciences and helped introduce the first federal legislation to 
preserve archaeological sites.  We are not surprised to find William T. Sherman, 
“Kit” Carson, George A. Custer (and several other U. S. Army greats), and 
Native American leaders such as Geronimo, Sitting Bull, and Red Cloud (among 
others) in the “Discord” section. Fortunately, we are also introduced to Winema, 
a Modoc woman who learned English and became an important interpreter and 
mediator between the warring Modocs and U. S. forces. Carl Wimar is described 
as an influential artist who helped perpetuate mythic ideas about the West and 
Native Americans. Some prominent individuals who showed what 
“Possibilities” could occur in the West include Horace Greeley, Brigham Young, 
and also such notorious types as Jesse James, Calamity Jane, and “The Wild 
Bunch.” Some other delightful inclusions in this last section of the book include 
Lola Montez (famous femme fatale and seducer of powerful men), Domingo 
Ghirardelli (famous early chocolate manufacturer), and Joshua A. Norton 
(Norton I, Emperor of the United States and Protector of Mexico). 
 Noted Western historian Richard White has a thought-provoking essay in 
the book which “questions the notion that these photographs accurately 
represent individuals and argues that the portraits’ subjects participated in a 
process that idealized them as types.” 
  
   

 


